
VOL.  XXXV, NUMBER 5  

SEPTEMBER 2009  

American Helvetia  

Philatelic Society  

Swiss Medical Volunteers in Finland  
during the Winter War  

This article was first published in  The Posthorn  in August 2008,  
and is published here with their gracious permission.  

by Alfred F. Kugel  

Following up on the Nazi-Soviet pact signed in August 1939, the Russians requested boundary  

adjustments from the Finns, emphasizing the fact that the existing border was only 30 miles west of  

Leningrad. The Finns demurred, and on November 30, 1939 the Red army launched its attack, thus  
starting the Winter War. Although the Finns resisted gallantly for three months and were able to inflict  

major casualties on the Russians, the latter mobilized a large number of additional troops by late winter  

and were finally able to break through the Finnish defense line, capturing the key city of Viipuri (Viborg).  

By then, however, both sides were exhausted and needed an armistice, so fighting came to an end on  

March 13, 1940.  (Continued on page 8)  
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From the President's  
Album  

by Harlan F. Stone  

Thanks to Dick Hall, our indefatigable  
AHPS secretary, the content of our website contin-
ues to expand. On a voluntary basis he has:  

• Created a 20-page "sampler" album of Swiss  

stamps, which you can download for yourself or  
a friend. Individual pages are devoted to dif-
ferent topics, such as mountains, castles and  
stamps with U.S. connections. See a couple of  
sample pages on pages 14 and 15 of this issue  
of  TELL.  This is the first album the American  
Philatelic Society has added to the list of al-
bums it has created for its own website. Swiss  
Post is now considering whether to add the al-
bum to its philatelic website.  

• Scanned all 91 issues of  The Swiss Philatelist ,  
which Heinz Katcher of The Amateur Collector  
in London published from 1951 to 1986. His  
house organ is an enduring source of detailed  
information for the English-reading collector.  

• Received permission from the inactive Essay-
Proof Society to scan all articles by George W.  

Caldwell in  The Essay-Proof Journal  that re-
late to Swiss essays and proofs. Caldwell's  
long series is still the major work in English on  

this subject. To be included are portions of the  
journal's issues Nos. 1, 7-38, 40-44, 53 and 72.  

Dick's efforts contribute to the educational  

value of our website for all Swiss collectors, not  
just AHPS members. Equally supportive are the  

follow-up efforts of Bruce Marsden, our webmaster,  

who makes certain that all additions to the website  
are easy to find and use. See for yourself at  
www. swiss-stamps.org .  

(Continued on page 10)  

Annual Meeting of the  
Mid-Pacific Razor Can- 
cel Study Group  

The eighth annual meeting of the Mid-
Pacific Razor Cancel Study Group was held earlier  
this year in Honolulu. This group was founded by  
Roger Heath and Chuck LaBlonde and is a very  
loose and unofficial organ of the American Helvetia  
Philatelic Society. Both charter members and  
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their wives attended this year's meeting.  

The activities of the group have expanded  
beyond the razor cancels into a study of all early  
1900 Swiss postmarks. Roger showed his one-
frame exhibit of Schweizerhof Hotel material.  

The group discussed at length the extensive  
use of Swiss-type postmarks, manufactured by  
Güller, in countries around the world in the early  

20th  century. Roger had many examples of Güller  
postmarks from Mexico, for example.  

Plans are underway for the February 2010  
meeting of the group in Honolulu. Any AHPS  
members in the area are invited to attend.  

Editorial: Use Zumstein  
Numbers!  

by George Struble  

Many AHPS members use Zumstein cata-
log numbers; I am writing this to those still us-
ing Scott catalogs as their primary reference.  

Like most American stamp collectors, I  
grew up with Scott catalogs. After I became se-
rious about Swiss stamps, a friend introduced  

me to the Zumstein numbering system and the  
Heinz Katcher catalog where I could find them.  
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I soon learned that Swiss philately was much  
richer and deeper than I had known. It's as if I  
had heard only music that used the white keys  

on the piano and was then introduced to the  
whole range of musical expression.  

Scott catalogs contain substantial depth  
in their coverage of US stamps, and useful in-
troductory coverage of other countries. A serious  

collector needs better information than that. It  
was nice when Heinz Katcher published a cata-
log in English using the Zumstein numbering  
system; we have no such catalog now. But if you  
buy either the Zumstein or the SBK catalog — 
see this month's "Matterhorn Meanderings" for  
an easy way to order one — you can work  
through the German with the help of a multilin-
gual glossary, and your Swiss philatelic expe-
rience will be much more complete.  

Book Review:  Swiss  
Post International  
Activity in Italy: The  
Baveno Story, by  
Charles J. LaBlonde  

by Alan Warren  

Swiss Post International Activity in Italy: The  
Baveno Story, Charles J. LaBlonde; layout and  
design by Richard T. Hall. 80 pages, 8  1/ by 11  
inches, card covers, spiral bound, American Hel-
vetia Philatelic Society, Asheville NC, 2009.  
ISBN 978-0-9742619-2-8, $20 postpaid in USA;  
abroad postpaid $30, £20, €25, or CHF35 in  
banknotes from Charles LaBlonde, 15091 Ridge-
field Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80921-3554.  

This fascinating monograph was pieced to-
gether by author LaBlonde using personal items  
he came across and then researching the rest of  
the puzzle to present this glimpse into modern  

postal history. Swiss Post recognized that many  
citizens of that country vacationing in Italy often  
returned home before post cards to their friends  
and relatives arrived.  

As a result Swiss Post installed mailboxes  
at hotels and other tourist vacation spots in Italy  
to service mail more efficiently. One prime spot  
was the town of Baveno on Lago Maggiore with its  
lovely coastline and the attraction of several near- 

by islands. Couriers took the tourist mail to the  
Swiss border where it entered the local mail  
stream and was delivered to Switzerland destina-
tions within 48 hours. This compares to a week  

when handled by the Italian mails.  

The service began c. 1996 and was  
designed for post cards. A label or "stamp" printed  
with a palm tree scene and a black imprint "P.P.  
CH-6830 Chiasso 1" was used for the service when  
the item was mailed from the Baveno area. The  
label was tied with a Locarno cancellation. The  

label was also sold at hotels in booklets of eight so  
people could prepare their own cards for posting in  
the special hotel mailbox.  

The author, with the help of his wife and  
other researchers, began to study the phenomenon.  
Letters were mailed to the United States (even  

with different weights) via the Swiss and Italian  
postal systems, with no upcharge by SPI (Swiss  

Post International) for the heavier items, and little  
difference in delivery time. Members of the re-
search team also visited the SPI office in Baveno to  

gain a better understanding of how the mails were  
handled.  

A post card was sent franked with the  
Swiss tourist label but the item was placed in an  
Italian mailbox. It came through. In 1998 SPI re-
leased additional labels with four different city  
scenes in Italy (Rome, Milan, Naples, and Venice),  

again in booklet format. Word was getting around  
with consequent increased interest and activity by  
collectors, dealers, and the philatelic press.  

The SPI post card system was terminated  
in 2001, due in part to pressure from the Italian  
postal administration. Thus the program lasted  

about five years and that chapter of modern postal  

history is now closed. However, collectors, catalog  
publishers, the philatelic press, and auction houses  

keep the memory alive by recording sales of these  
artifacts.  

Tourist stamps are not new. They have  
been used in Scandinavia and elsewhere. Howev-
er, the short-lived program of SPI in Italy clearly  
has a beginning and ending usage that has pro-
vided a new wrinkle to modern postal history.  

LaBlonde's book benefits from use of color  
and a very attractive layout. SPI advertisements,  
dealer ads, and photos of the Baveno SPI facility  
all help to tell this fascinating story. An extensive  
bibliography leads researchers to sources for fur-
ther details.  
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Member News  
by George Struble  

For their book on  Postal History of WWII  
Mail between Canada and Switzerland,  Chuck  
LaBlonde  and his co-author John Tyack have re-
ceived the Frank W. Campbell Award for writing  

on Canadian postal history, from the Postal Histo-
ry Society of Canada.  

On May 6-10, 2009  Mike Peter  went to  
Essen, Germany where Germany held its interna-
tional stamp show and National stamp show,  
IBRA1Laposta 2010.  

It was actually two shows at one venue.  
Germany holds this International Show every 10  
years. Mike was there because he participated in  
the German1American Salon, where he exhibited  
non-competitively with his "Test Drops over Swit-
zerland by the Graf Zeppelin" exhibit.  

From there Mike went to Zurich and Bern  
for a few days. His main purpose in going to Bern  
was to visit Mr. Hertsch at Zumstein. Mr. Hertsch  
is currently the only Swiss expertise that Mike  

feels is qualified to expertise the IKW issue. This  
visit was part of his research for the book that is in  
process on the IKW Officials issued in 1918. The  
thin overprints can be plated to see if they are ge-
nuine, but there appears to be a difference of opi-
nion on the platings of the thick overprints. Mike  

was hoping to clear this up, but is still not totally  
convinced. Mr. Hertsch was very generous with  
his time and he showed Mike how he goes about  

expertising this issue. It was a very informative  
session.  

Mike had a great philatelic trip; another  
highlight was the great food and wine. When in  

Zürich, how can anyone pass up 'Züricher Veal'  
mit Rosti, followed by a nice piece of strawberry  
torte.  

Eric Strebel  tells me he is an industrial designer  
by trade but has started a tech asset liquidation  
business to pay the bills recently due to the poor  
economy. He helps companies get rid of redundant  
IT and tech items, usually on ebay.  

Ernie Bergman  is feeling much better — 
enough so that he is making a trip to Switzerland  
and his "old hunting ground" in southern Germany  
this month.  

New Members  
We are delighted to welcome 5 new mem- 

bers since our last report of May 2009.  

Bryan Miller 	 David Strauss  
California 	 Oregon  

Paul W. Pohwat 	 S tephen Shively  
Maryland 	 Virginia  

Ronald M. Luke  
New York  
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Fig. 1. Printed-to-private-order card with 12c imprinted stamp design of 
1907 and 5c adhesive of 1899 added to 10c imprinted stamp of 1879 to 
overpay 25c international card rate in 1923.  

Official Printed-to-Private-Order Cards  
for Two Millers in Zurich  

by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH  

This article was first published in Postal Stationery  Jul-Aug 2007, Vol 49 #4, Whole Number 355, the official bimonthly 
magazine of the United Postal Stationery Society. Anyone who is interested in the UPSS can contact Editor Wayne 
Menuz at upss-ed@ pacbel l. net  or (408) 265-5539.  

Collectors of Switzerland's postal stationery are usually familiar with official stamp imprints on  

postcards and other private forms of stationery in the early 20th century. Many examples resulted from the  
Postal Department's announcement on October 14, 1907, that the Federal Mint would imprint current  

stamp designs on stationery that already bore the user's imprinted name. It accepted more than 20,000  

private printing orders from companies, organizations and even individuals until it decreed on March 19,  

1930, that individual meter imprinting would replace government stamp imprinting.  

The card in Figure 1 is an example of a  
printed-to-private-order card, but a very scarce one  
because a current stamp design was added to an  
earlier postal card, not to a current private card.  
The adhesive partly covers the required pre-printed  
name of the user.  

Many collectors, however, are unfamiliar  
with a "forerunner" private-order service in the 19th  
century that printed personalized postal cards for  
two large companies in Zurich. Both companies op-
erated flour mills that provided meal to retail busi-
nesses in Switzerland. The 2002  Zumstein  
Spezialkatalog und Handbuch — Die Ganzsachen der  
Schweiz  (Zumstein Specialized Catalog and Hand-
book of Postal Stationery of Switzerland) mentions  
these companies in a footnote after postal card No.  
10, a 5-centime brown card issued in 1875. Very elu- 

Fig.2. Koller’s handmade receipt on the back of a normal card No. 5. 

piece of paper and gluing the paper to the back of  
the card (Figure 2). The card bearing this particular  
receipt went to a customer in Stäfa on March 20,  
1875 (Figure 3). The company used a blue, dated  
handstamp on the front, identifying itself as a  
müller  (miller). This receipt was a private "forerun-
ner" of the official "forerunner" for Koller to be de-
scribed shortly.  

September 2009  

sive examples of their personalized cards are the  
basis for the following production history.  

Our account begins with the firm of H. F.  
Koller, which began in 1875 (maybe earlier) to  
send postal card No. 5, issued in April 1874, to its  
customers as a receipt for the return of its empty  
flour sacks. It created the receipt by printing an  
appropriate text in old German cursive script on a  

Fig. 3. Koller’s use of a normal card No. 5 for mailing a receipt. 
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Fig. 4. Koller’s use of a normal card No. 10 for mailing a receipt. 

Fig.7. Sauter’s use of the officially printed receipt on its printed-to-
private-order card No. 10. 

Fig. 8. Sauter’s use of its printed-to-private-order card No. 10 for 
mailing a receipt. 

During this period the design of the 5c do-
mestic postal card went through two changes. First,  
the Postal Department eliminated the tri-lingual  
text  in/à/a  before the third address line for the  
name of the town destination, creating card No. 8 in  
February 1875. Second, it removed the card's bor-
der design, creating card No. 10 in May 1875. After  
No. 10 became available, Koller sent it as a similar  
receipt, using the same text on a piece of paper  
glued to the back to create another private "fore-
runner". The company's same blue handstamp is on  
the front, which is addressed to the same customer  
and postmarked July 9, 1875 (Figure 4).  

At this point the firm of A. Sauter & Cie.  
must advance the narrative. In 2000 at the Swiss national exhibition NABA St. Gallen, I found the discov-
ery copy of a complete, unused, printed-to-private-order card No. 10 for this second Zurich firm. It showed  

not only that all printing on both sides of this card was in the same brown color used for the 5c postage im-
print on the normal card, but also that the complete card was 240 mm wide and 87 mm high, not 160 mm  

wide as past catalogs had stated (Figure 5, next page). The normal card available to the public was, in  

comparison, 142 mm wide and 92 mm high.  Der Ganzsachensammler  (The Postal Stationery Collector ), the  
journal of the Swiss Society of Collectors of Postal Stationery, reported this discovery on page 1280 of its  

September 2000 issue.  

Inspection of the back of Sauter's special  
card disclosed three sections designed specifically  
for the company's business use (Figure 6, next  
page). Sauter mailed the right-hand portion (160  
mm wide) to the customer as a receipt showing the  
return of empty flour sacks and reminding the cus-
tomer to return more. Sauter kept the left-hand  
portion (72 mm wide) as a stub to record its mailing  

of the receipt. Separating these two parts is a gut-
ter (8 mm wide) bearing the company's name.  
Where the gutter ended up depended on how the  

Sauter office clerk cut the 240 mm card into two  
pieces. This unused example is a sample or speci- 
men handstamped invalid for use (ungiltig  in blue) in six places. Based on few used examples for Sauter  

and none for Koller, earlier writers including me had speculated that Sauter was a coal merchant or grain  

dealer.  

Sauter mailed one of its special cards as a receipt showing 80 returned sacks but another 291 still  

to come back (Figure 7). Half of the gutter is still attached. This particular receipt went to a customer in  

Neuveville on September 22, 1877 (Figure 8). Horizontal brown lines at the top and bottom to divide the  

printed cards are 87 mm apart, showing the usual height.  

Another Sauter example went to a miller in  
Wangen bei Olten on October 25, 1882. A third went  
to a miller in Rickenbach on December 22, 1882.  
However, it is 110 mm instead of 87 mm high with  
blank space at the bottom, indicating that it was the  
bottom card in a vertical row from a printed sheet of  

pre-cut cards.  

To complete our story, we need to return to  
the Koller company and describe its special card. In  
this case, only a partial, used, printed-to-private-
order card No. 10 is at hand, the right-hand back  

bearing a receipt and the left-hand front showing the  
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Fig. 5. Complete unused discovery copy of Sauter’s printed-
to-private-order card No. 10. 

Fig. 6. Complete unused back of Sauter’s printed-to-private-
order card No. 10. 
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postage and destination. The receipt's text, similar  

to Sauter's, records 12 sacks returned and 19 still  
to come back (Figure 9). The dispatch of this card to  
the same Koller customer in Stäfa took place on  
July 28, 1876 (Figure 10). Horizontal brown lines at  

the top and bottom are the same 87 mm apart.  

Fig. 10. Koller’s use of its printed-to-private-order card No. 10 for mail-
ing a receipt. 

Fig. 9. Koller’s use of the officially printed receipt on its printed-to-
private-order card No. 10. 

The important point here is that this por-
tion of Koller's card matches exactly the dimen-
sions of the same portion of Sauter's card, leading  
one to conclude that the Postal Department ful-
filled their individual printed-to-private-order re-
quests in the same way.  

Swiss Medical Volunteers in Finland  
during the Winter War  

(Continued from page 1)  The Finnish cause was supported by numerous organizations, including  
the League of Nations, and many individuals, but no countries sent official aid. However, volunteers from  

various places did go to Finland. Most of these were from Scandinavian countries, which felt a particular  

kinship with the Finns. However, some came from other countries, including the United Kingdom, the  

United States and even Switzerland.  

The Swiss Volunteers  
Undoubtedly the smallest volunteer unit was the Swiss Surgical team, consisting of two doctors  

providing medical assistance to the Finns. Until recently, nothing was known about these men. However,  
an item has come into philatelic hands, and it was sufficiently unusual that a brief description seemed  

warranted for the edification of the readers of  The Posthorn. Perhaps one of you can provide additional in-
formation.  

What is shown is a photo postcard (scene not identified but perhaps someone will know where it is)  

that was sent by one of the doctors back to Basel, Switzerland. The card is datelined from Lohja on 26  
March 1940 (just after the armistice) and was franked with 5 1/2 mk. postage. There is a machine cancel of  
the same date but the origin is illegible; in addition, the cancel on the stamps is overstruck with another  

illegible marking.  

Four different cachets were applied to the card, including one on the reverse inscribed "Kenttäpos-
tia (Military Mail)." A second one, inscribed in French, Finnish and German on the front, reads "Airmail."  
There is also a censor marking in Finnish & Swedish that is standard for the period.  

Most importantly, there is a five-line cachet inscribed "Swiss Surgical Mission to Finland" in Ger-
man and Finnish. Only two examples of this marking have been recorded, including one other sent by the  
same doctor.  

Reference:  
"Scandinavian Volunteers in Finland's Winter War" by Alfred F. Kugel,  The Posthorn,  Aug. 2006, pp.7-14.  
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Fig. 1. Front of metered postcard sent by air from Zurich to the USA in October 
1962. It shows the perforated address portion of a label stuck to a pale blue 
(14.8 x 10.5 cm) postcard. from the Kurt Stâheli & Co., a Bookseller and Sub-
scription Agency. 

Fig. 2 shows the back of the card in Fig. 1 with the rest of the message portion 
of the label affixed to the card. The request is for a copy of the April 1962 Civil 
Engineering magazine. Note Grossiste number. 

Folded Typewriter Labels  
by Robert M. Bell  

Recently, with Wayne Menuz, I published in  TELL  a brief article about Folded Typewriter Post-
cards (FTPs) in which we described the standard FTPs, their development and usage, and details of a pre-
viously unseen Swiss Printed To Private Order postal stationery FTP.  

Knowing of my interest in FTPs (1)  
John Hardies recently kindly sent me the  
postcard illustrated in Figures 1 and 2.  

Despite collecting folded typewriter  
postcards for over 15 years, I have never seen  

this type of folded label used on a postcard.  

The label measures 5 x 21 cm, is per-
forated on three sides suggesting that it came  

from a strip of labels, and probably with  
backing paper and copy paper for document  
retention. There is a thin black line at the  
right edge of the address portion of the label  

(7.1 cm from the left edge of the label). Ob-
viously a guide line for folding.  

The card went by airmail from Zürich  
to New York on October 9 1962, and if the  
receipt marking is correct, arrived at its des-
tination on October 11. The pencil marking  
of "out" suggests that that issue was not avail-
able.  

There are two pairs of staple holes on  
the card. One is over the meter marking and  
the other over the airmail etiquette, where cor-
respondence was attached to the card before  
filing. This suggests that there was a reply  
and even possibly further correspondence from  
the Kurt Stdheli Co.  

Note the Grossiste number of 919021  
on the back of the card. These are seen infre-
quently on FTPs (12 of 385 Swiss FTPs). These  
were wholesaler numbers given to suppliers,  

which related to a purchase tax instituted in  
1941. This was replaced in 1994 by the VAT  

tax.  

It seems that the card and label were  
designed, similarly to FTPs, to maximize effi- 
ciencies. A typist could readily type several labels requesting services, or answering customers with a  

typed copy kept for the files, affix a label to the card, run the meter, and then mail the card at the postcard  

rate. These all saving money to the business concerned.  

One suspects that these cards are not common, as both John Hardies and I would have seen more  

over the years. As the folded typewriter postcards were patented early on and trademarked, it seems prob-
able that this system of using a folded label was also patented. There is no indication of any trademark  

information for the card in Fig. 1 and 2.  

So the questions are:  
•  Are these cards common or uncommon?  
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•  Was the folded label system a patented idea?  
• What was the patent, its number, and when was it filed?  
• Was the system only used in Switzerland?  
• Was it used in other countries in Europe?  
• Does the Kurt and Stäheli Co. still exist?  
• If not, does it have successors?  
• Do readers have other examples of these cards?  

Please contact Robert Bell at rmsbell@sedona.net  with any information.  

Reference:  

1. Bell, Robert M.  Folded Typewriter Postcards. Effective Economical Commercial Communications — Types,  

Usages, Rarity, Development, Growth, and Decline.  Self published, Sedona, Arizona, 2008  

Project: The W.G. MURRAY Esq.  
Strubel Cover Census  

by John Barrett  

About twenty years ago, while living and working in Ireland, I spotted a really nice Strubel cover  

mailed from Geneva to Jersey City, N.J., dated about 1856, in an English-based auction catalog. Apart  

from the franking, what caught my eye was the beautiful handwriting of the address. Remember when we  

had  to pass our longhand writing class?!  

Then, about ten years ago, after moving to Texas, I spotted another W.G. Murray cover offered by a  

Texas dealer. It had the same beautiful handwriting from same sender. Had to have it, right? Well, for-
tunately the dealer was `gettin' rid of all foreign' stuff, and I picked up a bargain. It is illustrated on page  

16. Then in 2000, I got a copy of Herb Brach's magnificent Strubel study and two of these covers are illu-
strated in the Mail to the USA section. In the rate sections to Jersey City are listed a total of twenty such  

covers! All were mailed during about a two-year period July 1855 to April 17, 1857.  

Since this time, we (the AHPS `Strubel Group') have spotted five more `Murray's and I suspect that  
there are maybe ten to fifteen more out there in various collections, dealers, etc.  

The handwriting is almost certainly a woman's and unfortunately none of the covers have any con-
tents. Who  was  W.G. Murray, Esq. of Jersey City? I have managed to find a single reference: he was listed  

in the NY Times as a member of the reception committee to honor the recently-completed Trans-Atlantic  

Cable in 1858. I have been unsuccessful finding further information about Mr. Murray  or  of the writer (I  
suspect that this was his daughter learning French abroad).  (Continued on page 16)  

From the President's Album  
(Continued from page 2)  Congratulations to Bob Zeigler, a past AHPS president (1979-80), who re-

ceived an APS Volunteer Recognition Award at the August 6-9 STAMPSHOW in Pittsburgh. The citation  

for his national-level activities included his service to the APS as a past board member, long-time expert  
and frequent accredited judge; to the Indiana Stamp Club and its annual INDYPEX; and to the AHPS in  

which he has acted as society attorney and adviser on many matters.  

The three-year reign of the American Helvetia team as Swiss champion ended in May when the Un-
ion of Swiss Philatelic Societies crowned a new champion in its competition among club teams at a show in  

Zurich. AHPS member Kurt Kimmel, who helped organize the American team, was a member of the new  
champion, a team representing the Swiss Society for Postal History. Members of the 2006 American team  

were Charles LaBlonde, the late Ralph Soderberg, Heinrich Heissinger, Michael Peter and Harlan Stone.  
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Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS  
conventions and shows:  

July 16-18, 2010: Minnesota Stamp Expo — 
Minneapolis, MN  

May 27-29, 2011: NAPEX — Washington, DC  

2012: WESTPEX — San Francisco, CA  

2013: TEXPEX — Dallas, TX  

Who among our Minnesota members is willing  
to be our liaison with the Minnesota Stamp  
Expo, where AHPS will hold its annual  
convention in 2010? For more information  

about what is involved, contact Mike Peter, our  
director in charge of the convention schedule,  
or George Struble, who enjoyed being our  
liaison with PIPEX.  
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Matterhorn Meanderings  
by Richard T. Hall  

The new Swiss catalogs are coming out on September 3. I plan to make a group purchase of them  

for members who let me know by September 22. Here are the descriptions of the two catalogs as given in  
the No. 3/2009 issue of the Swiss Post's  Focus on Stamps:  

The Swiss Stamp Dealers Association Catalog (SBK)  

• SSDA members have come up with some great ideas for their centennial '  pulling out all the stops  
for a bumper 2010 edition of the Swiss Stamp Catalogue (SBK).  

• Each catalogue comes with a facsimile version of the Association's first price list. Yes '  a lot has  
changed in the past hundred years!  

• More than 100 members of the Swiss Stamp Collectors Association and Swiss Stamp Dealers Asso-
ciation professionals got together at numerous workshops to compile this improved catalogue which  

also takes account of the latest developments in philatelic prices.  

• The re-cataloguing of the  Strubel  issues (using the Urs Hermann system) is exclusive to the SBK.  

No other catalogue depicts the pre-2007 stamps in their original sizes.  

• The involvement of many collectors made it possible to include several previously unlisted varieties  

in the modern section. Working parties processed various special fields in considerable depth '  such  
as National Day postcards (Bundesfeierkarten ) '  hotel posts '  airmail labels '  railway stamps '  postage-
due stamps '  greetings cards'  folders and collection sheets.  

• The UN Geneva and Liechtenstein sections were meticulously rewritten and updated.  
• The 2010 SBK is the only work with this much expertise.  

The world-famous Zumstein Catalogue  
• Abreast of the market with realistic '  current prices!  
• With accurate details and information for collectors  
• Clear'  simple four-colour presentation throughout  
• With more than 830 updated pages  
• Lots of interesting new varieties!  
• Bilingual (German/French)  
• Introduction in four languages: German '  French'  English and Spanish  
• Includes the 2010 Stamp Catalogue on CD-ROM '  with a new inventory function '  print function for  

misprint list and stock list '  plus a search function  
• Over 6' 000 top-quality illustrations in colour  
• Handy coloured thumb index and quick-search tool  
• Winner of numerous national and international medals  
• The Zumstein Catalogue — The acknowledged reference for collectors and professionals!  

If you are interested in participating in this group buy '  please send me a deposit check (payable to  
R.T. Hall) for $45.00 with your choice (SBK '  Zumstein perfect bound'  or Zumstein spiral bound ($3.00 addi-
tional)) by September 22. Once I've placed the orders and know the postage that will be charged plus my  

postage to send the copy to you '  I will adjust the prices to reflect my actual costs and either refund your  

excess payment or bill you for the deficiency.  

Something new is now available on the Society's web site which you might find useful in getting a  

friend or grandchild interested in collecting Swiss stamps. It is a 20-page sampler album designed to be  

printed on two sides so that the facing page has a description of each stamp. Two pages from the album  
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highlighting stamps showing trains are printed on pages 14 and 15. There are two versions of the album  
on our web site '  with or without margins adjusted for hole punching. Take a look at it '  print out a copy and  
give it to a friend. The album is also available on the APS web site and'  hopefully in the future '  on the  
Swiss Post's English-language philately web page.  

Here is the current installment of post offices changes:  

1. On March 28 '  2009 '  the post office at 6763 Osco (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6760 Faido]  

2. On June 27'  2009'  the post office at 9523 Ziiberwangen (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

[assumed by 9500 Wil]  

3. On July 3 '  2009 '  the post office at 3373 Röthenbach bei Herzogenbuchsee (canton Bern) was closed  
[assumed by 3360 Herzogenbuchsee]  

4. On July 4'  2009'  the post office at 9656 Alt St. Johann (canton St. Gallen) was closed [assumed by 9657  
Unterwassser] [K-cancel 442 was last used on that date]  

5. On July 10 '  2009'  the post office at 2742 Perrefitte (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 2740  Moutier]  

6. On July 15 '  2009'  the post office at 6027 Römerswil (canton Luzern) was closed  

[assumed by 6280 Hochdorf]  

7. On July 17 '  2009'  the post office at 1642 Sorens (canton Fribourg) was closed  
[assumed by 1633 Marsens]  

8. On July 18'  2009'  the post office at 8638 Goldingen (canton St. Gallen) was closed [assumed by 8636  

Wald] [K-cancel 722 was last used on that date]  

9. On July 31 '  2009'  the following post offices were closed:  

6461 Isenthal (canton Uri) [assumed by 6462 Seedorf]  
7745 Li Curt (canton Graubiinden) [assumed by 7742 Poschiavo]  
7114 Uors (Lumnezia) (canton Graubiinden) [assumed by 7132  Vals]  

10. On August 1 '  2009'  the post office at 6996  Ponte  Cremenaga (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by  
6987 Caslano]  

11. On August 4'  2009'  the post office at 1188 St-George (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1188 Gimel]  

[K-cancel 904a was last used on that date]  

12. On August 15 '  2009 '  the post office at 9037 Speicherschwendi (canton  Appenzell  Ausserrhoden)  
[assumed by 9042 Speicher]  

13. On August 21 '  2009'  the post office at 4915 St.  
Urban (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by  
4914 Roggwil] [K-cancel 166a was last used on  
that date]  

14. On August 29 '  2009'  the following post offices  
were closed:  

1236 Cartigny (canton  Genève)  [assumed by  
1213 Petit-Lancy] [K-cancel 1383 was  
last used on that date]  

9115 Dicken (canton St. Gallen) [assumed  
by 9113 Degersheim]  

1195 Dully-Bursinel (canton Vaud)  
[assumed by 1183 Bursins]  

15. On August 31 '  2009'  the post office at 6372 En-
netmoos (canton Nidwalden) was closed  
[assumed by 6370  Stans]  [K-cancel 1248 was  
last used on that date]  
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First Day: December 1, 1927 
Designer: E. Georg Ruegg 

Issue: 1,200,482 

Who's Who on Swiss Stamps:  

Johann Heinrich  
Pestalozzi, educator  

by Rudy Schaelchli and George Struble  

Pestalozzi was born  
in Zürich on Janu-
ary 12, 1746. His  
father died shortly  
afterward, and he  
was raised in pover-
ty. He determined  
to help the under-
privileged, but his  
early attempts at  
the ministry, law, and politics were not successful.  

He settled in his farm, but at age 29 turned the  
farm into an orphanage and began to test his ideas  

on child rearing. He wrote a book  Leonard  
and Gertrude  as an exposition of his pedagogi-
cal ideas, but it was widely acclaimed as a  
novel instead!  

Still, a measure of fame enabled him to  
take over another orphanage in Stans and  
then direct boarding schools for boys at Burg-
dorf and Yverdon. Here his ideas on education  
attracted attention, and many teachers flocked  
to Yverdon to observe. The fame helped to  
dissipate the original idea of fellowship, and  
the school closed amid disputes and lawsuits.  
Pestalozzi died an embittered man in 1827 in  
Brugg.  

According to Pestalozzi, the goal of educa-
tion is "the full and fruitful development" of the  

child according to his own nature. The school and  
teachers provide only the environment and guid-
ance most appropriate to free expression that al-
lows the natural powers of the child to develop.  

1nstruction should be adapted to each individual  

according to his particular changing, unfolding na-
ture. Pestalozzi described such a detailed metho-
dology both for child development and for the  
study of the child that a definite system for teacher  
training evolved also.  

Pestalozzi has been pictured on several  
Swiss stamps, as well as a set of 1914 postal cards.  

The 1nternational Bureau of Education issued this  
stamp for mail addressed to and from prisoners of  

war interned in Switzerland. Since the internees  
had free frank privileges, there was no need for a  
denomination on the stamps.  

Project: The W.G.  
MURRAY Esq.  
Strubel Cover Census  

(Continued from page 10)  Can  you  help?  
We need to: 1) locate further covers and 2) get fur-
ther information about Mr. Murray and the writer.  
Ultimately, we would like to get a complete census  

of these covers and display them (chronologically,  

copies OK) at a future AHPS convention, with  
some historical/social history commentary, etc.  
Please send replies to me at strubelboy@aol.com.  
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